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deficiencies by recollection or anticipation/ Twenty-three
years later, arguing with Boswell and Langton at General
Oglethorpe's, he expressed this thought in a much more
vivid manner by saying ' a man is never happy for the
present, but when he is drunk/

Some of his sayings are so familiar that one must almost
apologize for showing them, as for instance :

No man but a blockhead ever wrote, except for
money.

If I had no duties, and no reference to futurity, I
would spend my life in driving briskly in a post-chaise
with a pretty woman.

Mrs. Montagu has dropt me. Now, sir, there are
many people whom one should like very well to drop,
but would not wish to be dropt by.

When a butcher tells you that his heart bleeds for
his country, he has, in fact, no uneasy feeling.

Sir, when a man is tired of London, he is tired of
life.

People in distress never think that you feel enough.

Sir, that sympathetic feeling goes a very little way in
depressing the mind.

The first Whig was the Devil.

A woman's preaching is like a dog's walking on his
hinder legs. It is not done well, but you are surprised
to find it done at all.

No man would be a sailor who has contrivance enough
to get himself into a jail.

It is very strange, and very melancholy, that the
paucity of human pleasures should persuade us ever to
call hunting one of them.

Many of Dr. Johnson's most famous sayings are the
prompt and often crushing repartees with which he
answered impertinent or tiresome enquiries, as for instance
to the young man who impertinently asked him : ' What
would you give, old gentleman, to be as young and